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WHAT DOES IT TAKE TO PRODUCE 
GOOD EPUB FROM INDESIGN?



ORGANIZED CONTENT FLOW

SINGLE TEXT FLOW WITH 
LINKED FRAMES



CONSISTENT USE OF STYLES

ALWAYS USE PARAGRAPH 
AND CHARACTER STYLES 

TO STYLE TEXT

*DO NOT USE “STYLE GROUP” SUBFOLDERS TO ORGANIZE GROUPS OF STYLES



PROPER FIGURE PLACEMENT

FIGURES MUST BE PLACED ONE OF TWO WAYS:

   INLINE                     OR                    ANCHORED



ADDING INTERACTIVITY

HYPERLINKS:
CS3 AND CS4

CROSS-REFERENCES:
CS4 ONLY

BOTH ARE CONVERTED 
TO CLICKABLE LINKS 
WHEN EXPORTED TO 
EPUB



CREATE A BOOK FILE

USE INDESIGN’S BOOK FILE TO 
ORGANIZE MULTIPLE CHAPTER FILES

ALSO USED FOR:

EXPORTING MULTIPLE FILES IN 1 STEP

ESTABLISHING THE STYLE SOURCE



INCLUDE METADATA

SAVE METADATA TO THE 
STYLE SOURCE WITH 

THE “FILE INFO...” OPTION



SET UP THE EPUB TOC

USE INDESIGN’S BUILT-IN 
TABLE OF CONTENTS 

GENERATOR TO SET UP 
YOUR EPUB TOC

(WITHIN THE STYLE SOURCE)



INCLUDE A BOOK COVER

PLACE THE BOOK COVER 
IMAGE ONTO THE VERY 

FIRST PAGE OF YOUR 
DOCUMENT



EXPORTING YOUR 
DOCUMENT(S) TO EPUB



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

THE GENERAL TAB



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

CSS STYLE DIFFERENCES:

LOCAL FORMATTING:
INCLUDES OVERRIDES 
AND MANUAL STYLING

DEFINED STYLES:
INCLUDES STYLE 
INFORMATION

STYLE NAMES ONLY:
NO STYLE OR FONT INFO



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

NUMBER DIFFERENCES:

MAP TO OL:
CONVERTS NUMBERS 
TO STANDARD HTML 
NUMBERING

MAP TO STATIC OL:
SAME AS ABOVE, BUT 
INCLUDES A “VALUE” 
ATTRIBUTE

CONVERT TO TEXT:
DOES JUST THAT



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

COPY IMAGES:

ORIGINAL:
COPIES ORIGINAL 
LINKED IMAGE FILES 
INTO EPUB FILE

OPTIMIZED:
SAVES COMPRESSED 
VERSIONS OF IMAGE 
FILES BASED ON THE 
FOLLOWING SETTINGS



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

IMAGE CONVERSION:

JPEG IS THE BEST OPTION 
HERE UNTIL ADOBE 

IMPROVES THIS 
FUNCTION



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

JPEG OPTIONS:

CHOOSE THE BEST 
OPTION HERE  FOR GOOD 

QUALITY WITHOUT 
MAKING YOUR EPUB FILE  

SIZE TOO LARGE



EPUB EXPORT SETTINGS

FORMAT FOR EPUB 
CONTENT:

XHTML:
STANDARD EPUB 
FORMAT FOR BOOKS

DTBOOK:
STANDARD FOR 
HEARING IMPARED 
READERS



WHAT IS NOT INCLUDED IN 
YOUR EPUB FILE?



NOT INCLUDED

MASTER PAGE ELEMENTS:
HEADERS, FOOTERS, PAGE 
NUMBERS, TABS, ETC.

INDESIGN-GENERATED TOC

INDESIGN-GENERATED INDEX

NESTED STYLES

STYLES THAT LIVE WITHIN A 
“STYLE GROUP” SUBFOLDER

ANY ELEMENTS ON THE 
PASTEBOARD

FONTS THAT ARE NOT OTF OR 
TT (OR DO NOT HAVE THE 
NECESSARY EMBEDABLE BITS)

ANY OUTLINES THAT ARE 
CREATED WITHIN THE 
INDESIGN DOCUMENT (IE. 
LINES AND SHAPES)



LET’S GET STARTED


